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A LETTER to the Author of a 
Book, Entituled, A Plain Ac- 
count of the NM ature and End of the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 


S you have not thought fit that 
your Name ſhould be prefix*d to 
your Work, you will pardon 
me that I treat you not with that 
Diſtinction which your Chara- 
— cer and Station in the World 
may poſſibly demand. Univerſal Fame, it's 
true, aſcribes it to a P. te of great Rank in 
our C——— ; but certainly it would be the high- 
eſt Preſumption in me to impute that to his 
IJ. in Print, which he has refuſed to own 


in the ſame publick Manner. Beſides, as Fame 


is often found a Liar, it would be a Pleaſure to 
me to find it is ſo in the preſent Caſe. For I 
can by no Means bring myſelf to think that this 
is 4 Work equal to the Perſon to whom it is 
given by the Publick. And indeed, his facred 
A 2 and 

qt | 


* 5 , - 
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: 98 cakes Function fatbids. me to go into . 
a Opinion, till it be proved by. ſome Argument 
. Neſs $ decentful, - and which cannot be withſtood, 
„ according to the beſt Judgment I am able 
; | to niakt;- it ought to have come from any other 
| Hand, rather than that of a Bo—p of the 
j of , 5 4 
To guard againſt Su tion, Sir, is our 
; feſſed Aim +y bur, FT 1 epi not ; b yo 505 
have ſtruck at the very Vitals of our Holy Re- 
ligien. And if. I have any Knowledge of the 
World. the Unbelievers, *apainft whoſe thief” . 
zempts you may poſſibly have delign'd (and in 
Charity I am bound to believe that you did de- 
ſign) that your Book ſhould be a good Proſer- 
vative, are the Perſons who find their Account 
* in it, and rejoice the moſt to ſee it publiſhed. 
* The ſofteſt and beſt Thing I can ſay of far the 
HI | greateſt Part of it, is, that the writing at was en- 
tirely needleſs ; and I heartily wiſh that your 
inting it may not be found to leſſen ny ogra 
{be of Piety which is yet left amon 
I ſhall firſt conſider the main I o of your 
Book, and then lay before you the Reaſons 
which induce me to think that you have given up 
ſeveral of the principal Articles of our Religion. 
The more Ye ider the Subject, and 152 
Manner of treating it, the more fall) am I 
ſwaded that you might very well have Ile 
ourſelf this Pains, You ſpend many Pages o 1 
St. Paul's preciſe Senſe of unworthy Recerving, ; 
and of his Dire&ion to the Corinthians to examine 


AS OOO Big PPE Ar en PR wat ou Arg ev. > Oe 
3 ; 


P 
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- themſelven. You ſay The End for which our 

| Ty << Lord inſtituted his Duty, was the Remem- 
I << brance of himſelf, p. 24 Whoever there- 
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«, fore in a ſerious and religious Senſe of his Re- 


« lation to Chriſt, as his Diſciple, performs 


& theſe Actions of eating Bread and drinking 


&« Wine in Remembrrnce of Chriſt, as of a Per- 


* ſon corporally abſent from his Diſciples, moſt 


certainly performs them agreeably to the End 


« of the Inſtitution declared by Chriſt himſelf 


and his immediate Diſciples, p. 29. The 
Examination mentioned by St. Paul, as re- 
garding the Lord's Supper, is, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, a Chriſtian's Examination of his own 
Heart and Diſpoſition, by the Inſtitution of this 
holy Rite, in order to aſſure himſelf that he 
comes to the Lord's Supper, and will behave 
himſelf at it, not as at a common Meal, or an 
ordinary Eating and Drinking, but as a par- 
ticular Rite appointed by Chriſt; viz. that he 
comes to it, in order to eat this Bread and 
drink this Wine in a ſerious and religious Re- 
membrance of him and his Death, p. 71. It is 
evident that the whole Affair of eating and 
drinking unworthily, in St. Paul's Senſe, is 
confined to the Frame of our Minds, and our 
Behaviour at tbe very Time of our Perſorm- 
ance of this religious Duty. Had not ſome 
among the Corinthians been guilty of great 
and criminal Indecencies, at the very time of 


Crime and Danger of eating and drinking 


St. Paul, we ſee it plainly to be their eating 
this Bread and drinking this Cup with a Be- 
haviour and Diſpoſitions utterly unſuitable to 
the End of the Inſtitution; which cas the ſe 
rious and religious Remembrance of Chriſt; and 


$ 


cc 
FR 


ee brance 


— 


the Celebration, we had not heard of the 


unworthily. And now we do read of it in 


in ſuch a manner as plainly ſhew'd that the 
Bread and Wine ordained for the Remem- 
4 5477 wes 4 hs 


28 


| [ 6 ] 
WE 


| K"Eranice of bur Lord's Body and Blood in this 


Rite, were not thought of by them ſo as to 
be diſternid (or differenced as the Word ſig- 
*<*nifits) from Bread and Wine taken at a com- 
non Meal, p. 76, 77. A profeſſed Chriſtian,, 
though very blameable in ſome Parts of the. 
« Conduct of his Life, yet coming to the 
< Lord's Table with a ſerious Frame of Mind, 
and on purpoſe to remember Chriſt as his Lord. 
„ and Maſter, in the Way appointed by him- 
« ſelf; and actually partaking of the Lord's, 
« Supper, with that religious Remembrance 
* which is ſuitable to it: Such a otie, I ſay, 
cannot juſtly be ſaid to do this particular A- 
„ ction in an improper Way, or to eat this 
Bread and drink this Wine untortbily, that is, 
„ unſuitably to the Deſign of the Inſtitution; 
<« though he may, in other Reſpects, have be- 
„ ghaved himfelf unworthily or unſuitably to ſo. 
« holy a Religion, p. 81, 82. No Chriſtian 
« who eats and drinks at the Lord's Supper 
« with a ſincere and ſerious Remembrance of Chriſt, 
as his Lord and Maſter, can be ſaid to eat 
«and drink unworthily, in St. Paul's Senſe, 
or unſuitably to the End of this Rite. Nor 
* can he be ſaid to eat or drink his own Condem- 
6 nation; becauſe he does truly diſcern the 
Lord's Body by remembring it in the moſt ſeri- 
* ous Manner. He has therefore performed this 
*«. one Duty in a proper Manner. But if he be 
« ſtill a wilful babitual Sinner in any one Inſtance, 
he will moſt certainly be condemned: Nat 
* for receiving the Sacrament unworthily; 
( which he does not appear to have done) but 
for the Diſobedience of his Life in thoſe Points 
* which are indiſpenſably neceſſary to Salvati- 
on, p. 87, 88.” And the whole — 
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of your Arguments fo DJ 
HE rn this, is to encourage. habitua 
come to the Sacrament. In the next. Pages you 


proceed to tell us, that ** profeſſed Chriſtiang 
de obo were ſcaudalouſly. and notoriaiſly immoral in 


< the habitual and open Conduft of their Lives, and 
* continued to bring a pullict Diſgrace upon. i bei 


*© boly Religion, do not appear to have been ex: 


re cluded the Communion in the firſt Ages, from 
* any Thing n the Lord's Supper; nor 
& from any )pinzon that ſuch Perſons could 


te not poſſibly come to it with good Diſpoſitions, 


*« and eat and drink in ſuch a manner as not to 


«fall under St. Paul's Denunciations.“ So that 


even theſe Perſons alſo, vile as they are repreſent- 


ed, might eat and drink worthily in St. Paul's 
| Senſe of the Words. Tou fay alſo, p. 91. 
„That in our Church, the Miniſter diftin#ly 
«© calling upon every Perſon to eat the Bread in 
«© Remembrance of Chriſt's Body broken and de- 
<*« prived of Life; and to drink the Wine in Re- 
<© membrance of Chriſt's Blood fed, guards this 
Rite almoſt againſt the Pofibility of any ſerious 


** Chriſtian's cating or drinking wnworthily or un- 
«© ſuitably to the End of it.” But why this is ſo 


particularly confin'd by you as it is, p. 92. 10 ſe- 
rious Chriſtians who ſincerely believe in Chriſt as their 


for four Pages 80 Pre: 
"Sinners ta 


Maſter and Fudge, 1 cannot ſee. For the Reaſon 


you give moſt certainly holds good, with reſpect 


alſo to the habitual Sinner, nay, the ſcandalouſly 


and notoriguſly immoral, upon the ſame two Con- 
ditions which are here fer down by you, that is, 
in caſe they hear the Words (pronounced by the 
- Miniſter at his delivering the Elements) and 
come with ſeriouſneſs, which is a Thing you have 
already ſuppoſed theſe Perſons may do. The 
Whole Drift of this, as 1 take it, is defeated by 
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what you fay, 2. 80 © To explain this Mattet 


* 2 little farther, I do not confine: the Guilt of 
* eating. and drinking unworthily to the ſtrict- 
Imitation of the Corinthian. Sinners, in the one 
«© particular ' Inſtance of their Indecency ; but 
& think it ought to be extended 40 all Caſes, tq 
«which the Apoſtle's Argument drawn from the In: 
& ſtitution itſelf by parity of "Reaſon can reach, 
* Whatever Temper or Behavigur az the time 
< of eating and drinking is utterly unſuitable 10 
e the Deſign of the Duty, muſt in its degree come 
55 under the Cenſure of this Paſſage.” Had 
Jon condeſcended, Sir, to have given us a few 
nſtances of this Kind, you muſt, 1 think, 5 


ſeen how little Neceſſity there was for a grea 
Part of what you have here publiſhed. Shou 
a Perſon come to the holy Supper with-this View 
only, that all his old Scores might be wiped out, 
and he might begin to ſin upon a new Account, 
as it's poſſible ſome have done; I make no doubt 
but you would determine that ſuch a one received 
unworthily, notwithſtanding bis ſincere and ſerious 
Remembrance of Jeſus. Chriſt, at the time of eating 
aud drinking. Should a Man who is not yet come 
to a fixed Reſolution to part with all his Sins, and 
lead a Life univerſally holy, a Man who is ſen- 
ſible that there is one particular Sin which he 
cannot prevail with himſelf to abandon, partake 
of the holy Communion; can ſuch a one be ſaid 
to receive wortbily, although at the time be ſincere- 
ly and ſeriouſly. remembers Jeſus Chriſt? Remem- 
ber, Sir, that I have ſaid, that the Per- 
© formance of this Rite is the Profeſſion of our 
© Relation to Chriſt,” and, is the publick ac- 
„ knowledging him to be our Maſter, and our- 
<< {elyes to be his Diſciples 3 and implies a Re- 
Was bs flere th adn: lord 88 


„ 


. — of fp . 71 can 1 7 one 055 2 0 45 
win, diffembling, hypocritical Profeſſion; f: 
his” eing Chriſt's Diſciple, be called a worthy”. 
Recriver ? I believe you will not ſay it. Tam” 
ſure, if you'll ſtick by 4 'owp Rule juſt now 
ond you cannot. I take it for granted that 
Cafe 785 have put, p. 88, Which I have be- 
fore mention'd, and which I ſhall again preſently 
recite, was not defign'd by you to come up to 
this. And that which confirms me herein, is 
that you have expreſly ſaid. A Diſpoſition 
towards ah ane, a Reſolution to amend, 
88 * virtually implied. in our remembring Chriſt 
© at his Table.” And a ain, „This Buty im 
1 plies in it an boneſt- | eſolution of doing his 
WIͤI.“ Which = 4 ons of yours, by the 
way, in great Meaſure unſa hat you have been 
alſerting in Ont. Part of J Book) and 
give us to underſtand, that none of your Habitual 
Sinners, none amongſt the feantlalouſly- and noto- 
riouſly immoval, who continue to bring a Dif- 
grace upon their ProfeMon, can parta OF. of this 
Ordinance im a «worthy Manner, - unleſs they come 
with ah honeft'Reſolution to abandon their vicious 
Habits, | How very many are hereby cut off? 
But why Was this conceal'd fo long from your 
Reader? Why was it not mention d under the 
Head of unwirthy Recetving? Why was it not 
fairly told to the candalouſiy and notoriouſiy immo- 
* Fal, when you were ſpeaking of them, or to 
the babitual Sinners, when you were encouraging 
them to come to the holy Communion & Why 
Vas it deferr'd for ſo many a till you pro- 
3 cee 
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ceed to explain e Wile! 0 Service, ſpeak N 


of hs Benefits of partaking, and againſt the 
Phraſe renewing the of kane) Shou'd a Man 
be conſcious tp himſelf, that he has injur'd his 
chriſtian Brother, and is unwilling to make him 
the Reſtitution he is able; ſhould any one bear 
rudge againſt his Brother, from ſome real: 


S 
or ſuppoſed Offence, and although Forgive - 


neſs has been ask d, or Reſtitution offer'd by the 
Party concern'd, he cannot find in his Heart to be 
reconciled; ſhou'd a Perſon have receiv'd an 
Injury great or ſmall, and feel his Heart dictating 
Revenge, and cannot bring himſelf to a Willing 
neſs freely to forgive the Wrong done him; it's 
very evident from the foregoing Rule you have 


laid down, that if theſe Perſons partake af 


the holy Communion they recerue | unworthily, 
Their Temper at the Time eating and drinking, is 


utterly 19 525 to te Deſign 4 the Daty, (which 


is, the prof W nd cultivating a hearty Friend- 
tip with all Chriſtians as 1 . of 


bia, af the. time of _ Cel 
Supper, was. utterly unſaita | 
the Duty, and the Temper of the erſpns L have. 
inſtanced i in, or of any others that you your ſelf 
can give Inſtances of, be alſo #iterly unſuitable at 
the time of their partaking, ſurely they fall under 
the ſame Cenſure, the F W ow utmoſt 
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Ihe ſeveral Inſtances I have laſt mention'd. 


mult be alſo reckon'd with thoſe who come to the 
holy Supper without an honeſt Reſolution to 
amend ; which leſſen, I am afraid, the Num- 
ber of the habitual Sinners, the ſtandaloufly and 
#otoriouſly immoral, that according to you ate 
worthy Receivers, not a little: But of theſe, 'I 1 
think, you have made no particular Mention in 
your Work; You have indeed ſaid, that a Man 
* ought to come with Diſpoſitions ſuitable to 
© the Defign of this holy Rite,“ p. 75. and 
in another Place, that if he wou'd come to 
good Purpoſe, he muſt come with ſuch Die- 
c tions of Mind as become Chriſtians,” which 
you there tell us in the general are, a due Senſe 
of our paſt Sins, a Reſolution of behaving our 
<. ſelves as Chriſt's Difciples, with a true Faith 
* in him, as ſent into the World by God,” p. 
110. But might we not moſt reaſonably have 
Expected in a Book ſo large as this, a more par- 
ticular Account, what the Diſpoſitions becom 
ing Chriſtians are? And whether a Perſon who 
does not forſake his vicious Habits, may he 
faid to entettain a due Senſe of his paſt Sins, or 
to have thoſe other Diſpoſitions of Mind which 
become Chriſtians? ' And if the Diſpoſetions ſul 
fable to the Deſign of this holy Rite, do not in- 
clude the Diſpaſitions of Mind becoming Chri- 
ſtians, as one wou'd think from the principal 
Drift of this Work you mean they do not, ought 
we not to have had a very particular and diſtinct 
Account of the former laid together into one 
Place, eaſy and obvious to every Reader? 
But to proceed one Step further, and conſider 
the Caſe you lay down, p. 87, 88. An habitual 
Sinner, although a profeſſed Chriſtian, eats and 
drinks at the Lord's Supper with a ſincere and ſe. 
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digne manducabunt & bibent abſq; dubio. 


Ficus remembrance of Chriſt, as bis Lord and Ma- 
ter, but continues till a wilful habitual Sinner af. 
(ter; bis receiving. I ſuppoſe you mean (for the 
Reaſons I have before given) that this Perſon at 


ibe lime he receives has brought himſelf, as he 
- thinks, to a firm Reſolution to part with his vi- 
cious Habit, and imagines himſelf very ſincere 


in proſeſſing himſelf the Diſciple of Chriſt, and un- 


Ader all. the Obligations of bis Religion. © Otherwiſe 


it falls ih with the Cafe above-mentioned, and is 
point-Blank againſt your own Rule: It might 
look perhaps like ſhewing too great an Inclina- 


tion to differ with you, ſhould I determine abſo- 


lutely againſt the Man who thus receives; but 
-were I to give ſuch a one my Advice, I am fully 
-perſuaded he wou'd do much better to refrain 
from the Communion, *till he had in ſome Mea- 
ſure broken his evil Habit, and given himſelf 
proof of the Sincerity of his Reſolution to part 
with it: And if you defign that as a neceſſary 
indiſpenſible Rule, that a Man muſt come with 
ſuch Diſpoſitions of Mind as become Chriſtians, 
I think alſo that I have your Concurrence. But 
ſuppoſe this Man, continuing till in his ſinful 
Habit, ſhou'd go on Month after Month to re- 
<eive the Sacrament, deluding himſelf every 
Time he partakes, with a fond Belief that his re- 
ſolution of quitting it is moſt ſincere : b Will 
you pronounce this Man a worthy Receiver! 
Lou may ſay of him perhaps now as you 1 be- 

ä | | ore, 


a Pecati habitus ante omnia exuendus eſt, e digns 
quis Cænæ communicare poſlit. Limborch. Theol. Chriſt. Lib. 


5. Cap. 73. 1 
o Crell. Eth. Chriſt. Lib. 3. Cap. to. p. 369. At fine po- 


ſtea quidem ita ſe geſſerint, ut illorum poſtulat profeſſio, ni- 
hil obſtat quo minus prorſus indigne acceſſiſſe cenſeantur, & 
ejus rei luant pœnas. Slichtnig. in 1 Cor. xi. 28. Quid 
vero fi pollicitis non ſteterint & priora vitia continuent? In- 
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to the End of this Rite: And that he is not guilty of 
the ſame Crime, for which the Corinthians: are 


Cenſur d by St. Paal. What chen? If he is gui 


ty of a Crime full as great, ought he not ta be 
warn'd of it, and deſir d either to correct his vi- 
cious Habit, or abſent himſelf from the Commu- 
nion, that he may not go on to provoke God, 
and aggravate his own Condemnation? You'ac- 
knowledge, Sir, a that receiving the holy Supper, 
is the profeſſing our. ſelves oblig'd as truly as 
© by an Oaib to all the Practices becoming Chr 
<< ſtians.“ I add, that it certainly includes the 
Nature of a promiſſary Oath or Vow. that 
there's not the leaſt Circumſtance wanting, which 

1s. requiſite to the moſt ſolemn. Oath poſſible. 
The Perſon who partakes of this Ordinance, does 
in the Preſence of God; and in the Face of the 
Congregation, by the ſolemn Acts of eating bro- 
ken Bread and drinking Wine, which are pre- 


viouſly conſecrated,” or ſet apart to repreſent tue 


broken Body, and the Blood of Chriſt, according 
to his own divine Inſtitution, profeſs himſelf the Diſ- 
ciple of Chriſt, and the Servant of the ever living 
God. Is not thistakingGod and the Church to wit- 
neſs that he is under all the Ties and the Obligations of 
the Chriſtian Religion? b What more ſolemaOath 
than this? Is not this vowing that the Lord ſhall 


be his God, that he will obey the Precepts of 


Chriſt, and follow his Example? But how is this 
| | | .”; > Wan” 
n | | | 
d Ryery religious Ceremonie implies in it the Profeſſion 
of that Religion to which it peculiarly belongs; and by con- 
ſequence, the owning themſelves under all the Ties and Obli, 
gations of that particular Religion. And in this Senſe receiving 
the Sacrament, is. — the Virtual- owning our felves 
by this Action, under all the Obligations belonging to that 
Religion, p. 189. . 


w 


[14] 


Vor kept by he Man, who after reteiviig con- 


tinues /till 4 wilſul babithal Sinner? Solomon tells 


us its better not to vo, than to vow and not pay. But 
for a Man to go on Month after Month in the 
Breach of ſuch repeated Oaths, in this ſolemh 
Mockery of Almighty God, how great a 
Crime! What Loads of Vengeance is not ſuch a 
one heaping on himſelf! Let us try this Man 
alſo by the Rule you have laid down, þ. 110. 
Can this Man be ſaid to have a due Senſe of bis 


paſt Sins, who will not forſake them; who 


Month after Month profeſſes the ſincereſt Reſo- 
lution toamend, yet wilfully continues in them? 
Such a- one, you can hardly ſuppoſe, is very 
deeply affected with the Evil of Sin im general, 


and of his own Sins in particular, ef has the 


feſt Apprehenſions of God's impending Wrath. 
wo ee are his ſinful Habits, ut the) 
not be directly oppoſite to uh Diſpoſitions of 
Mind as become Chiiſtians? Be it Covetouſneſs, 
Uncleanneſs, Drunkenneſs, Envy, Wrath, Ma- 
lice, that he is guilty of, be it the habitual neglect 
of charitable Works, or of relative Duties, will 
you ſay that theſe any of them denote fuch Dif- 
pofitions of Mind as become Chriſtians? While 
a Man then continues under the Power of ſuch 
Habits, how does he come up to your Rule? 
Let us try him again by what you fay, p. 166. 
He that by ſad Experience has found his Heart 


fo often decetve him, that his beft Reſolutions 


Hke a thread of ſcorch'd Tow have conſtantly 
given way at the Approach of the firſt Tempta- 
tion, and that notwithſtanding all his repeated 
Promiſes and Vows, he continues ſtill the fame ha- 
birual Sinner he was, has he any the leaſt Reaſon 
to conclude on every firſt Sunday in the Month, 
that his Purpoſes of Repentance are ſincere? Has 


— 4 


[15] 
he not tall the Beaſon in the aße to pelt the 
0 e Can ſuch a one then be ſaid to come 
ta the holy Supper, with an boxe# Reſalution to 
amend? And if he dges not, you A ſelf have. 
determined, that his Temper at the Time 
cating A drink — is utterly unſuitahle ta che 


ene 17 Duty. Give me ſeave further ta 
ſay, that if this Man's habitual Sin be open wal 
| — althqugh he ſhou'd not he deem 


an umvorthy Receiver in the preciſe Senſe of St. 
Paul's Conant, 1 Cor, xi. he certainly is ſo ac- 
cording to St. Paul's preciſe Meaning, 1 Cor. 
v. who. there gives expreſs Order for the exclu | 
ding ſuch all Chriſtian Society. 

If the ſeveral Caſes above-mentioned arg to be 
determin'd, i in the manner I have done, it? $ very. 
= evident that the previous Examination which its. 
= 5 every Man ſhou'd/ make of his Heart 
4 and Lite, muſt be carried further than what you 
will allow to be contain'd in the ſtrict Senſe of 
St. Pays Exhortation to the Corinthiaps. And 
— * — the Truth, you your ſelf extend it ſo a as to 
equal the Rule of yours before gyored, i. e. that 
every one ought to examine himſelf whether be 
VV 
haviour ſuitable to the Deſign of it. You wore 1 
ly expreſs your ſelf in explaining the Exhortation 
in the Communian Service, unleſs you mean not 


1 to extend this as a neceſſary Qualification for all, 


of which 1 have before ſhewn ſome doubr. Þ << if | 
* we come.to; it with, ſuch Diſpo/itions of Mind as 
* become. Chriſtians, and are agreeable to this 
© Innſtitution; particularly, with a due Senſe 
** of our. paſt Sins, and a Reſolution of behaving) 
6 our. ſelves as Chriſt's Diſciples, and with a; 
68 aue Naeh ar Belief) i in LW ag {ent 1 into the 


World 
** * Me * P. 110. 
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. World by God, we ſhall then with theſe Dit. 
oſitions of Mind come to good Purpoſe.” 

1 then plamly neceſſary, that a Man ſhould be-' 

fore he receives, ſatisfy himſelf with what View 
he comes to the holy Sacrament; whether 
the End he propoſes he agreeable to the Deſign of 
the Inſtitution; what are the Difpoſttions big 
Mind, whether fach as become 4 Obriſtian, or 
not; particularly, whether he is fully deter- 
mined to part with all his ſinful Habits; ; Whe-' 
ther he is willing, and has endeavourꝰd to make 
all the Reſtitution he can to every one he has 
injur'd; whether he is deſirous to be reconcil'd 
to his offending Brother, upon his offering what 
Amends he is able to give; whether he freely 


and from his Heart forgives all that have 


wronged him: Whether he has good Reaſon 
to hope, from the Watchfulneſs and Care of 
his paſt Conduct, that his Intentions and Reſo- 
lutions to forſake every vicious Habit are ſin- 
cere; or whether by his Continuante in the ſame 
Sins, after repeated Vows to the contrary, he has 
not too much Reaſon to ſuſpe& the Freachery 
of his Heart, and to doubt the Truth and Sin- 
cerity of his Purpoſes. In theſe Things muſt a 
Man examine and approve himſelf, or he has not 
the Diſpoſitions of Mind becoming a Chriſtian ;” he 
has not the true and genuine Fruits of a lively 


Faith in Chriſt, - And is there any Writer of 


Note, that ever contended for more: than theſe 
Things, as abſolutely neceſſary to a Man's receiv- 
ing the holy Communion? I much queſtion it. 
Theſe alone are the Things inſiſted on by our 
Church in the Invitation ſhe makes to her Mem- 
bers. Ye that do truly and carneſiij repent you 
ra 1 your Sins, and are in Love and Charity with 

& your Neighbours, and intend to lead a new Life, 
, following 


\ 


1171 
& following the Commandments of God, and 
© walking from henceforth in his holy Ways; 
* draw near with Faith, and take this holy Sa- 
© crament to your Comfort ;** draw near with 
a firm Truſt in God, that he will accept and 
reward your Service. And ſo much as this is 


inſiſted on by the late ingenious Dr. Burnet, Ma- 


ſter of the Charter-Houſe, in his Book de fide & 
officiis hominis Chriſtian, p. 80. where explain- 
ing the Chriſtian Doctrine upon this Head, he 
ſays: In the receiving theſe Symbols of 
«© Bread and Wine, we do not only require Re- 
“ verence and Piety, but univerſal Charity, and 
«© the laying aſide all Malice. Then alſo we 
* renew the Engagements we made to God in 


< our Baptiſm, and where we find that we have 


5 acted contrary to thoſe Engagements, we re- 
« pent of it, and promiſe future Amendment of 
“Life and Manners.” If there are no Writers 
(and I believe they muſt be very few, if any) who _ 
inſiſt upon greater Qualifications than theſe, as 
abſolutely neceſſary to a Man's receiving the holy 
Supper, to what purpoſe, Sir, was this Part of 
your Work? Whom do you oppoſe? Give me 
leave to expoſtulare this Matter freely with you, 
If you agree with all the Authors of Note in this 
Affair of unworthy Receiving, as, I think, I have 
clearly made appear, that at leaſt while you were 
writing ſome Sentences in this Book you did, 
why do you affect to ſeem to differ from them? 
On the other hand, if you do not agree with. 
them (as it muſt be owrd that in many Places 
you ſeem widely to differ, “ and it's ſcarce poſſi- 
ble to gather your real Sentiments on this Head) 
I have fully prov'd in the foregoing Pages, that 
im ſuch Caſes wherein you diſſent from them, 
your Doctrine muſt neceſſarily lead Men to the 
i: greateſt _ 

* Particularly, p. 88, 89, 9o. 


3 


1 
greateſt Abſurdities and Impieties. Should any / 


have ſaid that long Preparations are for all Per- 
ſons, and at all times neceſſary, before the parta- 


king of this Ordinance (and excepting this has 


been ſaid, I know not whom you oppoſe,) no 
doubt they are highly blame worthy, Yet cer- 
tainly every ſerious Chriſtian would be glad of 
ſome Time before hand, to fix his Thoughts on 
the Greatneſs of Chriſt's Sufferings, and the a- 
mazing Benefits of his Love, in order to beget 
in his Mind the warmeſt Sentiments of Grati- 
tude to God the Father, for having given us ſo 
ineſtimable a Gift, and to his great Maſter, that 
he willingly undertook the Work of our Re- 
demption, and endur'd ſuch inexpreſſible Ago- 


nies in the accompliſhing it; that ſo his Re- 


membrance of Chriſt when he actually partakes, 


may be accompanied with a due Contrition for 


all his paſt Sins, with the moſt ardent Love 
both to the Father and the Son, with the moſt 
earneſt Deſire and the firmeſt Reſolution of uni- 
verſal Obedience for the Time to come. 
' You ſay, p. 76. Had not ſome among the 

Corinthians been guilty of great and criminal 


Indecencies at the very time of the Clebra- 


tion, we had not heard of the Crime and Danger 


of eating and drinking unworthily.” Cou'd there 


then have been no ſuch Crime, no eating and 
drinking unworthily; no Danger conſequent upon 
it, if this Part of St. Paul's Epiſtle had been 
omitted or loſt? I think we might eaſily have 
found out the Crimes of this fort by our own 
Reaſonings. But this Sentence of yours, com- 


par'd with the firſt part of your Book, gives 


me a violent Suſpicion, that had the other Paſ- 
ſage in St. Paul (I mean, 1 Cor. x. 16, 17. The 
Bread which we break, is it not the Communion of 

"OY | 3 2 
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Ie Body of Chriſt: For we being Me are one 
Bread, and one Body, for we. are all -Partakers of 
that one Bread) — omitted, you would have 
made the End of this Sacrament; the bare Re. 
membrance of Cbriſt. And ſhou'd any Chriſtian 
Writers before you have ſaid, that this Remem- 
brance included in it the Acknowledgment of our be- 
ing Members of that Body, of which he is the Head, 
and our Communion.with all our Chriſtian Brethren, 
as fellow Members of that ſame Body; you wou'd 
have called them down to the Words of Inſtitu- 
tion, and told them that no ſuch Thing cou'd 


be fairly deduced from them; that they had 0 


Authority to add to the Words of Chriſt and bis Apo- 
ſtles upon this Subject; nor to put any Meaning or 
Interpretation upon thoſe Words, but what is agree- 
able to the common Rules of ſpeaking in like Cat's 

and to the declared Deſign of the Inſtitution it ſelf ; * 
though now indeed, as you have ſeen that part 


of St. Paul's Epiſtle, you can ſay, This all flows 


from, or is included in the primary End of the Inſti- 
tution, the Remembrance of our Lord, And the 
reaſon of my - Suſpicion is, becauſe you have 


denied: other Conſequences, as juſt, as clear, as 


eaſy to be deduced as this. 

How far the Diſſenters will think Rd ak 
oblig'd to you, I muſt leave them to tell: But 
it's certain, that if your Sentiments at leaſt in one 
part of your Book are juſt, the moſt popular Ar- 
gument they make uſe of "ol e Repeal of the 
Teſt 1s wreſted from them. It's no Proſtitution, 
no Profanation of the — of the Lord's 


Supper, to admit the vileſt of Mankind to come 


to it; ſo much your Words amount to: || ** Pro- 
e feſſed Chriſtians, who were ſcandalouſly and 
Ky * notoriouſly immoral in the habitual and 
C 2 ** open 
v Pref. P. & +3. eee 
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open Conduct of their Lives —— who con- 
tinued to bring a publick Diſgrace upon their 
holy Profefſion, were not in 7#/tin Martyr's 
„ Age debarr'd the common Worſhip of 
«© Chriſtians, from any Thing peculiar to the 
Lord's Supper it ſelf; nor from any Opi- 
* nion, that ſuch Perſons could not poſſibly 
* come to it with good Diſpoſitions, and eat and 
„ drink in ſuch a manner, as not to fall under 
St. Paul's Denunciations.” This, Sir, in 
trath, is ſpeaking your own Opinion, not that 
of the holy Fathers. You alſo in the ſame Place 
intimate very plainly, that none can at this Day 
be excluded the Communion amongſt us with- 
out Injuſtice, the Conſequence of which is, that 
the vileſt and moſt -abandon'd muſt be ad- 

mitted. PT ANG 
Had I the Honour of your Friendſhip, and been 
near you when you wrote this Part of the Book, 
I ſnhou'd have been apt to ask the following 
Queſtions: Whether if the Corinthians had, be- 
fore their receiving the holy Supper, ſpent ſome 
time in Prayer and Meditation, recollecting the 
ultimate End of all poſitive Inſtitutions in gene- 
ral, the Glory of God, and their final Happineſs ; 
a leſs remote End, their Holineſs ; in order to 
this, the Aptneſs of the Inſtitution as a Mean, and 
the Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit; thinking 
more particularly on the immediate End of the 
Ordinance they were going then to celebrate, 
the Remembrance of Chriſt's Death, the-Cove- 
nant founded thereon, with all the ineſtimable 
Bleſſings contained in it, conſider'd as flowing 
from the infinite Love of God the Father, and the 
moſt aſtoniſhing Condeſcenſionof theSon of God; 
as alſo a teſtifying their Union with Chriſt the 
Head, and their Communion with all Chriſtians 
1 | —"7"M ug 
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as being his Members: Had they added to theſe 


Meditations, earneſt Prayers to God, that he 
vou'd aſſiſt them in the Performance of their 
Duty, and enable them to diſcharge it in ſuch a 
manner, as that it might be both acceptable to 


him and beneficial to themſelves, (I fay, if the 


Corinthians had ſpent ſome time before their re- 
ceiving in ſuch Exerciſes as theſe, whether) it is 


likely U would have been guilty of the Inde- 


cencies, they are charged with at the time of 
Receiving? e 0 
Whether ſuch previous Exerciſes may not in 
this degenerate Age of the Church be the pro- 
pereſt Expedient to prevent Indecencies of that 
or any other Kind? FEY | 
Whether, for this Reaſon, it be not fitting 
that Divines ſhou*d exhort Perſons, thus to pre- 
pare themſelves for' that Ordinance, and extend 
their Directions for 'Self-Examination, ſo as to 


take in all Things which may fruſtrate the End 


of Receiving ? | = 

Whether the Benefits which you have deſcri- 
bed, 'as reſulting from the Nature of this Duty, 
can otherwiſe ariſe from it, than by the Com- 


municants exerciſing himſelf in long and ſe- 


rious Meditations? ö WF 
The examining and judging our ſelves jn the 
largeſt Senſe of thoſe Words of St. Paul, as ge- 
nerally a neceſſary Preparation for the worthy 


Receiving of the Lord's Supper, is well known 


to have been the current Doctrine of Divines, 
both at home and abroad, ever ſince the Refor- 


mation. Even Crellius, * the famous Sociniau 


Writer, conſiders the Precept in that Extent, and 
lays before his Readers the particular Rules of 
Preparation for their cating and drinking war- 

| | OY Thily. 
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thily. Slichtingius, another Socinian Writer, inter- 
prets St. Paul's Text with the ſame Latitude; * 
ſo does Przipcovius. f Limborch the Dutch Re- 
monſtrant lays down the ſame Rules with Crel- 
lius.“ So far were theſe Writers from labouring 
to convince Chriſtians that they might be worthy 
Partakers according to the Meaning of St: Paul * 
without any of thoſe Preparations.  _T 
The Superſtition you ſeem chiefly to have 
- aimed at in this Work, has been guarded againſt 
by the late learned Dr. Clarke in ſo juſt, fo 
clear, ſo diſtinct a manner, and yet in ſo very 
few Words, that I cannot forbear reciting them: 
Though it becomes us highly upon every 
&« ſolemn Occaſion to trim our Lamps, to ſet 
our Garments in order, to excite our moſt 
« affeftionate Devotion, to lay aſide for the 
« preſent all ſecular and worldly Thoughts, 
* and to examine more ſtrictly and particularly 
« into the State and Diſpoſition of our Souls, 
ee as Time and Opportunity offers, without 
* anxious and ſuperſtitious Sollicitudez yet 
* where this is by any Accident prevented, good 
« Men are by the habitual Courſe of a virtuous 
Life in a continual, general Preparation, 
* and may at all Times as ſafely. communicate 
«*. without Scruple, as it is certain, that a vici- 
| * and debauched Perſon can at no time be fit 
. | 5 (e to 
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S licbtingius in loc. Seipſum diligenter examinet, an Vi- 
tam Chriſtiano homine dignam agat, an mores & facta ſua 
omnia cum præceptis Chriſti congruant, an nihil in ſe ab hoc 
facro ritu diſcrepans fit? Et poſtquam ſemetipſum quiſq; 
probaverit tum demum ex hoc pane edat. 

+ Prgzipcovius in loc: Monitum per neceſſarium ſubjungit, 
ne ad tam ſanctum negotium niſi explorata penitus & excuſla 
Conſcientia noſtra & corde quaſi mundato accedam | 
* Limborch, in his Theol. Chr. | 


a 1 —— 
as 


& to do it by any formal Preparation of a few 


„ Days Devotion. F - : 
| | It 


+ Serm. Vol. IV. Pag. 194. Archbiſhop Ti/ttſen in his 
' Perſuaſive to frequent Communion to the ſame Purpoſe. © It 
C js very true that none but thoſe who do heartily embrace the 
«© Chriſtian Religion, and are ſincerely reſolved to frame their 
« Lives according to the holy Rules and Precepts of it, 
« are fit to communicate in this ſolemn Acknowledgment 
« and Profeſſion of it. So that it's a Practice very much to 
« be countenanced and encouraged, becauſe it's of great Uſe 
« for Chriſtians, by way of Preparation for the Sacrament, 
«© to examine themſelves in a larger Senſe than in all Pro- 
© bability the Apoſtle here intended; I mean, to examine our 
60 Lives, and the Actions of them, in order to a ſincere 
« Repentance of all our Errors and Miſcarriages, and to fix 
« us in the ſteady Purpoſe and Reſolution of a better Life; 
ce particularly when we expect to have the Forgiveneſs of our 
« Sins ſealed to us, we ſhould lay aſide all Enmity and 
„ Thoughts of Revenge, and heartily forgive thoſe that 
« have offended us, and put in practice that univerſal Love 
« and Charity, which is repreſented to us by this holy Com- 
© munion. Becauſe the examining ourſelves is a Thing 


« ſo very uſeful, and the Time which Men are wont to ſet 
apart for their Preparation for the Sacrament, is ſo advan- 


*« tageous an Opportunity for the Practice of it; therefore I 
cannot but very much commend thoſe who take this Oc- 
5 caſion to e. and try their Ways, and call themſelves 
«© to a more ſolemn Account of their Actions, becauſe this 
* ought to be done ſome Time, and I know no fitter Time 
for it than this. And perhaps ſome would never find 


« time to recolle&t themſelves, and to take the Condition of 


« their Souls into ſerious Conſideration, were it not upon this 
« ſolemn Occaſion. The Sum of what I have ſaid is this, 
« that ſuppoſing a Perſon to be habitually prepared by a re- 
„ ligious Diſpoſition of Mind, and the general Courſe of a 
good Life, this more ſolemn actual Preparation is not 41. 
« ways neceſſary. And it's better when there's an Oppor- 
© tunity to receive without it, than not to receive at all; 
6 but the greater our anal Preparation is, the better. For 
«© no Man can examine himſelf too often, and underſtand 
e the State of his Soul too well, and exerciſe Repentance, 
and renew the Reſolutions of a good Life too frequently. 
« And there is perhaps no fitter Opportunity for the doing 
« all this, than when we approach the Lord's Table: There 
% to commemorate his Death, and renew our Covenant with 
t him, to live as becomes the, Goſpel.” 
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5 IIe 
It has been the great Support and Comfort of 
all good Chriſtians, that our Saviour has pro- 


miſed to be with his Church to the End of Time; 
and that he is by his Spirit preſent in all their 


Aſſemblies. I take not upon me to ſay that you 
think this is all Preſumption and Deluſion, but 
this I muſt affirm, that you ſeem willing to a- 
bate their Confidence: The Promiſe of Chriſt's 


s being in the midſt of us, as far as it relates to 


Chriſtians of later Ages, belongs to our aſſembling 
in his Name,” Theſe are your Words. * Can 
any one judge by this, whether you are of Opi- 
nion that it belongs to Chriſtians of the preſent 
Age or not? Did it not become you to have ex- 
plained how far you thought 1t did belong to 
them, and what Expectation a Chriſtian' may 
now reaſonably form? Pray, Sir, bear with me 
if I aſk the Meaning of the following Paſſage of 

your Book? What reaſonable Creature wou'd . 
< not be content with Benefits of hi, Sort (i. e. 
ſuch as in the Nature of the Thing itſelf are implied 
in this Rite of the holy Supper, or reſult from it) 
* which are always of ſubſtantial and laſting 
«* Service, without fancying to himſelf Privile- 
* ges, Communications, or Impreſſions from above 
„of another Sort, never expreſly promiſed to this 
% Duty.” You have for many Pages together 
before this been labouring to prove, that it has 


not pleaſed God to annex any Promiſe of his Spi- 


rit to this Duty in expreſs Words. Do you in- 
tend then to exclude all Communications of God's 
Spirit from this Ordinance? Is it to be thought 
that God has appointed Means for our Improve- 
ment in all Holineſs of Life, and will not grant 


us the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit, the Sanctiſer, in 


the Uſe of thoſe Means? If a Perſon worthily 
| partake 
* Pag. 160. + Pag. 156. it 


[25 1 
partikes- of this divine Inſtitution through the 
Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, (and it muſt be thro! 
that alone that he can worthily partake of it) 
will not further Communications of the ſame Spi- 
rit be granted? Did not out; Saviour add to. the 
Parable of the Talents that remarkable Saying; 
To him that bath ſhall. be given, and he ſhall have 
more Abundance, ive. to him that improves the 
Aſſiſtance already granted, ſhall more be given 
as a Reward of his Diligence? Give me leave to 
add here the Sentiments of the late learned Dr. 
Clarke, who, I believe, was ſeldom condemned 
for want of a ſufficient Latitude in his Way of 
thinking, If all publick Devotions, being 
«©. Ordinances of God's ' own Appointment as 
«© Means and Inſtruments of Religion, have ſtill 
« a greater Aſſurance of God's Bleſſing attend- 
ing them; how much more in this moſt Jolemn of 
«© all riligious Aftions, in this great Commemo- 
ration of the Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt, 
< js it teaſondble to believe that pious and well 
. diſpoſed Minds are, by: the Afiftance of. the Spi- 
ritt of: God, which delights to dwell in .heaven-. 
66 1x and devout Hearts, improved in all reli- 
* gious Affections, and ſtrengthened unto the 
(66 accep wy Obedience of à holy Life?“ + 
'Aidzagain; s it not evidently a great and in- 
ſir eſtiabie Benefit, if through the Aſſiſtance of the 
_ typo; piritofs God, annexedinot to the, material E- 
156 aur df or to the outward! Action, but to 
the Ordinance partaken of by truly devout. and 3 
well diſpoſed Minds, their Faith in God be 
0 increaſed, their Hope and Truſt in him be 
„ ſtre ngthened, „ Sei Once more, Thoſe 
* 'Gifts of the Spirit, in which conſiſts the Re- 
581 D " © newal 
+ Serm. Vol. IV. p. 187. | Serm, Vol. IV. 5. 183. 
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newal of the Mind of Man, and which are 
te the Springs of all Virtues, which make us 
&. like unto God; theſe are to continue through all 
Ages, and are ſo much more excellent and 
© more defirable than the former, as the End 
© js better and more excellent than the 
„ Means.” And thoſe Words of our Savi- 
out, Mat. xxviii. 20. Lo, I am with you always 
to the End of the World, he paraphraſes thus: 
I muſt depart, yet the holy. Ghoſt whom 1 
will ſend ſhall F ways be 2 you, and guide 
and aſſiſt you and your Succeſſors to the End of 
* the World. f 
Tou will not allow the Communion to be 4 Re. 
A the new Covenaut on our Part, or, the 
Seal of it on God's Part; and yet, Sir, what you 
do allow, fully amounts to the Senſe of both. 
You infiſt upon it, that the Word Renewal im- 
plies in it a preceding Breach of the whole Cove- 
nant which we had entred into. For my own part, 
I always thought that to renew a Promiſe and to 
at a Promiſe had ſignified one and the ſame 
Thing; that if I ſhould fay to a Perſon, I 
have formerly made you ſuch a Protniſe, and 
I aſſure you that I intend to perform it, and 
r to that End I now renew it, or repeat it to 
you; that either of theſe Expreſſions had 
been proper. However, I ſuppoſe no one will 
differ with you about the Uſe of a Word; you 
what Ideas you 


are doubtleſs at Liberty to 
Þ wn ſe to your own Words; on the other 
Hand, I think you ought to act by the ſame 


Rule, and not ke the De of Words a Ground 
of differing from others in thoſe Things of which 
| ey have plainly the ſame Ideas with es 
a ou 


® Serm. Vol. V. 9. fins + In Loe. | 
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You ſay, This Rite duly performed is the 
<< Profeſſion of our own Relation to Chriſt; 
and Obligation to obey all his Laws ;“ and 
f receiving the Sacrament is the Performance 
* of a religious Ceremony peculiar to the Chri- 
3 ſtian Religion, and tbe virtual owning ourſelves. 

= Aion under all the Obligations to 


feffin and acknowledging ourſelves under aur 
baptiſmal Obligations, it is the rexewing, or, if 
you chuſe that Word rather, the repeating. the 
Promiſes we made at our Baptiſm. I am very 
much afraid, Sir, that you have dropped _— 
tiſm wholly out of your Scheme, look upon it 
as a Rite that was not deſign d for a Continuance 
in the Chriſtian Church, and therefore of no ſig- 
nificancy in the preſent Age. For I am ver 
ſure you muſt have ſeen ſo plain and obvious a 
Conſequence as _ But notwithſtanding this 
Conſeq — ſo ea ſo familiar, and which 
could not but be * 
Lord's Supper to be a Federal or Covenanting 
Rite : It is, you own, the profeſſing our own Ne- 
lation to Chriſt, and Obligation to obey all bis Laws; 
conſequently it is the profeſſing that we are his 
covenantel Servants. — this Profeſſion of 
ours imply a | Promiſe? Yes, you ſay, + ue art 
bereby obliged as truly, as by an Oath, to all the 
Practice becoming Chriſtians. Again, the _ 
Sion itſelf is owning our ſelves under all the 
tions belonging to the Chriſtian Religion. Are = 
then under Covenant Bonds, or are we not? 
Poſſibly if we are not under Covenant by Bap- 
tiſm, we may be under this Engagement ſome 
other your Yes, the New Covenant, you ſay, 
ANTE, is 77 BB 
Pag 116. 1. Fag. 189. 
L Pa: 179, 171 t Fg. 188. 


t- Religion. — it is the pro- 


ught on, you deny the 


1 28: IN 
= er zecepted-and{centred/ into by every Man 
*c- perſonally on his own Part, at the inſtant of 

43 <, hisfirſt fincerely believing in Chriſt, and profeſ- 
% et fing himſelf his Diſciple.” Well then, you do 
4 allow that at leaſt all ſincere Believers, who are 
Rrefeffors , are under Covenant Obligations. 
| When they receive the Sacrament then, what do 
1 they do? Qwn themſelves under Covenant, they 
| ＋ ſoleninly acknowledge and recognize the Obligations 
of this Covenant. I hope then to them, at leaſt, | 
it is 4 Federal or Covenanting Rite. 
Tou tell us, “ If the Lord's Supper ſuceced 

| 0 in the Place of the Paſſover, this will help to 
F. ſhom that it cannot be a Fœderal ar Cove- 
V nanting Rite,“ whereas from this it is mani- 
feſtly prov'd to be ſo. The paſchal Supper (you 
well know, however you come now to conceal 
that from your Reader) was a Feaſt upon a Sa- 
crifice. Both Jes and Healbens in feaſt ing up- 

on Sacrifices declar'd, vow'd and covenanted, 

that they wou d be each the Servant of that God, 
to whom the Sacrifice they fed upon had been 
offered, and profeſſed that they ought to be ſo 

| Dain, as the ſacrificed Beaſt was, ik ever they 
deſerted his Service. And is not the holy Com- 
munion a Feaſt upon the Memorials of the great, 
Chriſt ian Sacrifice typified by the paſchal Lambs 
It's true, we cannot feaſt upon the Sacrifice it 
ſelf, but we feaſt upon thoſe Things which natu- 
rally repreſent. it, were inſtituted to that End, 
and ſubſtituted in its room. This therefore 
has moſt plainly the Nature of a Feaſt upon a 
Sacrifice, and ſucceeds. the Jetoiſo Feaſts upon 
their Sacrifices. If they were Fœderal or Cove: 
nanting Rites, there's no doubt to be made but 
this is. You ſhou'd. therefore, I think, have 
084 et + Ar 
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made it appeat beyond Contradiction, that the. 


ancient Feaſts upon Sacrifices were not Fœderal 
Rites ; and have confuted what Mede, 9 55 


and other very learned Men have wrote upon 


that Subject, if you Wou'd have prov'd your. 
Point. Lou a the Apoſt le Paul in 1 Cor 
x. ſays not a Word of theſe Feaſts being F'ce-» 


&« deral Rites.” It was a Thing: ſo well known 
at that Time, there was not ne leaſt Occaſion 


for a particular mentioning it. The Word 
Fellorſbip which he uſes, 3 to them a 
perfect Idea of it, ſignifying . the F riendſhip or 
League which they hereby cultivated with chat 
Deity, to whom the Sacrifices they feaſted upon 
were offered. And I cannot think but you your 
ſelf will allow, that upon the. Suppoſition of. this 
Fact, the Apoſtle's een in this Place, is 
more ſtrong and cogent. ., | bowing i 85 
In deny ing che Lord's. Sp er to be a Foede- 
| ral Rite, you 9 e your eff to well nigh all 


— 


the Divines that have ever mention d the Subject. 


To quote Faſſages to this Purpoſe. wou d be 
endleſs: The late Dr. Clarke in his Expoſition of 
the Church\Catechiſm has theſe Words: By the 
* one (ii e. Baptiſm) we ſolemnly vow and promiſe 
<« to give our ſelves up to the Guidance of the 
6 Spirit of Holineſs, and to the Obedience of God's 

„% Commands; by the other (i. 4 the Lord's 

«© Supper) 2e perpetually repeat and ratify, con- 
20 I and Fe Vow ; ; and lay lk 
bs upon out ſelves the moſt ſolemn Obligation 
eto endeavour conſtantly with God's Aſſiſtance 


10 to perform it.” And again ſome Pages af- 


ter, By doing this conſtantly and devoutly 
ze in Remembrance of Chriſt, and ſhewing forth 


66 the Lord's Death en he come," ve renew and 


con 1 


W 


** „*. % = 


Iko! 
"oe ' continually ou our own part in the cbriſian 
enant: F 
| tf „ Fou admit not At the Lord's Supp is the 
. *. Seal of the Covenant on God's Part; „Sir, 
. attend a little to what you do admit, by 131. 
. «Almighty God, on his Part, requiring and ac- 
| << 'cepting our duc Performance of this Part of 
. our Duty, does by this affere us, who come 
Ito profeſs our ſelves the Diſciples of Chriſt, 
„ that we are in his Favour. Or, in other 
Words, the Lord's Supper being inſtituted 
«* as the Memorial of his Goodneſs towards us 
« jn Chriſt Jeſus, may juſtly be looked upon. 
„as 4 Token and Pledge to Ae 1g of what it 
* calls to our Remembrance, viz. that God is 
m_ = realy v9 pardon and bleſs us, upon the Terms 
« propofed by his Son, and vently that 
* we are received by him as the Diſciples of 
« Chriſt, Members of his Body the Church, 
* and Heirs of his heavenly Kingdom ; in a 
„word, as Perſons entitled to all rhe Happi- 
n geſſes promis'd to Chriſtians, if we be not 
e wanting to our ſelves in other Parts of our 
% Duty.” And, T It may be CY alſo 
Kara " Pledge on Chriſt's Part to aſſure us of 
, all this, i. e. all the Benefits of his Body 
4 broken and blood ſhed, now called to min 
by theſe outward Signs. Does any one mean 
more than this by ſaying that the Lord's Sup- 
per is a Seal? Do not they who uſe it intend to 
expreſs hereby, that it is an Aſſurance on God's 
Part, that he 1 Is ready to grant to the worthy Re- 
ceiver, 


To the fame purpoſe S:ot's Chriſtian Life, V. 2. Part 
2. p. 178. Burne!'s Art. p. 266, 268. Ham. Catech. p. 167. 
Diſſent. Caſes, Vol. 3. p. 116. 'Ti/torſ. Vol. 1. p. 227. Link 
oh The. Chr, p. 603. Stillingf. Iren. Part ad. c. 2. J. 5, 
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ceiver, who perſeveres in his Duty to the End, all 
the Bleſfings promis'd in the Covenant of Grace? 
Indeed you hint, p. 158. as though ſome ſhould 
have ſaid that this Communion: is the adual 
<< partaking of all the Benefits of Chrilt's Body 
. beben angled ſhed. Dew ul we 


* 


of all thoſe only of which the Chriſtian is capable 


in this preſent State of Tryal. No one I ſup- 


ſe doubts that the greateſt; Bleſſings are re- 
ſerv*d for a future State. Iam apt to think there 


are few who have us'd the Word Seal, but wou'd 
as valine uſe the Words Token or Pledge. A 
Pleage, I believe, is generally eſteem'd among 
Men a better Security than a Seal, and therefore 
ſhou'd be the ſtronger . Expreſſion of the Aſu- 
rance which is by this Ordinance given us. A 
Seal is an arbitrary Mark agreed on am 
Men, to denote the Confirmation of a Contract 
or Covenant, i. e. each of the contracting Par- 
ties by this Mark aſſures the other that he will, 
and obliges himſelf to perform his Part of the 
Covenant. The holy Supper, according to your 
own Account, is a Mark or Token appointed by 
Chriſt to aſſure us of all the Bleſſings contained in 
the new Covenant. And does he not by every A 
furance he gives us hereof oblige himſelf to a Per- 
formance? Where then is the Difference? No, 
but it's the Blood of Chriſt is the Seal of thenew 
Covenant.“ The word Seal, Sir, expreſſes to 
us the great Importance of Chriſt's Death but ve- 
Ty imperfectly. The new Covenant was entirely 
Founded upon it, and the gracious Terms there- 
in purchas'd by it: How theſe Things are in- 
cluded in the Notion of a Seal, I can't fee. But 
the Paſſage I refer to being a remarkable one, 
I muſt produce it, it is p. 168. © Chriſt's 
Death, or Chriſt's Blood, conſider” 


d as the 
3 65 Proof 


we 3H 
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14 Prof (vette gave, that the Terms 
brought by him to Mankind from God were 


2 truly what he repreſented them to be; is by a | 


* Fire of Speech called the Seal of the new 
„Covenant: And he may be ſaid to have ſeal- 
40 ed it with his Blood, as his Death was the 


. ſtrongeſt Proof he could give of the Reality 
<« of bis own and of his Father's Affection towards 


&* Mankind. Not a word here of Expiation, 
Satisfaction, or the Neceſſity of Chriſt's Death; 
to mitigate the Terms, and procure for us the 


favourable Allowances of the Law of Grace. 


Poſſibly theſe Things would not ſo eaſily come 
into the Notion of a Seal, and therefore were O- 
mitted ; yet, ſo far as they tend to aſſure to us 
the Divine Favour, they might not unfitly be 
thus repreſented: But pray, Sir, give me leave 
to aſk how the Blood of the burnt Offerings and 
Sacrifices was the Seal of the Law Covenant? 
For this you aſſert, p. 171. Was their Death 4 
Proof that the Terms brought by Moſes to the 


Hfaelites were truly what he repreſented them to be? 


Did the Blood of the lain Beaſts bear Teftimony to 


the Truth of what Moſes ha 2 in order to aſſure 


the Iſraelites more undoubtedly of the Remiſſion of 


thetr Sins, or of * other Benefit of that Cove 


nant? *- 
I muſt own, were it not for the Seriouſneſs of 


the Subject, I ſhould ſinile to ſee you ſol labo- 


riouſly arguing, for three or four Pages together, 


that the Lord's Supper cannot be called the Sal 


of the Covenant, becauſe Chriſt's Blood is the 
Seal; as though the Word Seal might not be 
metaphorically applied to more Thingsthan one, 
when each bears the requiſite Similitude. Is the 
Word Seal any where uled 93 Chriſt or his 

a A poſt les 


— Pag. 20, 21. 
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Apoſtles, to ſignify the Blood of Chriſt ; and is i6 
appropriated by them to his Death in ſuch a 
manner as to make it unlawful to apply it to 

any Thing elſe? Or; on the other hand, is it 

not ah Expreſſion invented by Men uninſpired, 

who have juſt as much Reaſon to uſe it for one 

Thing, as for another, where the Likeneſs e- 
qually ſtrikes the Imagination? No; but “ the 

Lord's Supper, you urge, is the Remem- 
* brance of that Seal, i. e. of Chriſt's Blood 

© ſhed long ago, and therefore cannot be the rea 
<< cetiving of the Seal itſelf; It deſtroys the No= 
tion of Remembrance, to ſuppoſe his Blood 
© preſent. Conſequently the Seal here remem- 
© bred cannot be preſent.” It's true, the Blood 
of Chriſt is not itſelf prefent, but there is that 

prefent which is appointed by Chriſt to repreſent 

it, and which he himſelf calls his Blood. And why 
the Bread and Wine may not be called the Seal 
of the New Covenant, for the ſame Reafon that: 
they are called Chriſt's Body and Blood, I cannot 
for the. heart of me ſee. Nothing 1s more com- 

mon than to call the Repreſentatives of Things 
by the Names of the Things themſelves which 
they repreſent. If then the Bread and Wine are 
Repreſentatives of the Seal of the New Covenant, 
what forbids that they ſhould be termed the Seal? 
And ſince we receive theſe by the expreſs Com- 

mand of God, why may it not be faid that we 
receive his Seal, or that God puts to his Seal? 
And now, Sir, I beg of you calmly to conſi- 
der; whether the Things you have here written 
do not manifeſt too great a Diſpoſition in you to 
find fault with what What has been ſaid by others 
before you. The Sacrament, it ſeems, according 
to you, is not an Oath of Fidelity to the great 
Captain of ee, but we are hereby N 
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ted as my as by an Oath to all the Practice be- 
coming Chriſtians. It is not renewing the Cove- 
nant, but it is owning and profeſſing our ſelves to 
be under all the Ties and Obligations of our holy 
Religion. Ir is not a Federal Rite, but it is the 
 folemn acknowledging and recognizing the Covenant 

we have entred into. It is not a Seal but it is a 
Pledge. Was it not well worth the while to write 
a Book to inform the World in theſe over nice 
Diſtinctions? Eſpecially, when you reflect on 
what you have ſaid, p. 15, 16. concerning the 
different Relations which the Evangeliſts make 
of our Saviour's own Words: Some record 
fewer Words, and ſome more, and all plain- 
ly think it ſufficient to repreſent exactly the 
Intent of the whole.” And again, Which 
of the two was the very Expreſſion, is of licile 
„Importance, ſince they both tend to the ſame 
% End, and deſign the ſame Thing.” May not 
this be ſaid with much greater Force concerning 
Expreſſions dropp'd by uninſpired Writers? 

I proceed next, Sir, to lay before you the 
Reaſons which prevail with me to think you have 
given up ſeveral principal Articles of our Faith. 

don't ſay you have fully opened your Mind, 
but if I underſtand aright, you infinuate the fol- 
lowing Opinions. EO FLO GUO TOY Part 

That the Corruption of our Nature by A 
dam's Fall, if any, is not ſuch as to make it 
needful that we obtain the regenerating, ſancti- 
fy ing Influences of the holy Ghoſt, before we are 
enabled to diſcharge any Duty acceptably to God; 
that it's not neceſſary that Infants ſhould be bap-- - 
tized ; and that there was no Atonement or Sa- 
tisfaction for Sin made by the Death of - Chriſt. 

As in the Forms of Prayer you have compos'd, 
ron never mention the original Taint or natural 


3 | Braſs 


n wy WY 7 
, ; , W * N ad * K 
1 2 - I” 9 
5 1 
* 
pn =” 

t * 
a 4 

4 OC p 1 , 

. 
% < * 


Biaſsto Evil, and conſequently never petition forthe 
Aſſiſtance of the divine Spirit againſt it; ſo you 
never once in your whole Work, as I remember, 
ſpeak of the holy Ghoſt as our Sandtiſer, or a- 
cribe our good Deeds to his Influence. Nay, in 
many Places where one might reaſonably expect 
to find you ſaying ſomething of this Kind, you 
ſeem defignedly to omit it. Thus in the Prayer 
which you put into the Mouth of your Commu- 
nicant, p. 122, Sc. And in enumerating the 
Benefits of receiving, p. 153, Sc. Indeed you 
proceed further in theſe two, Places, and, as I 
apprehend, explain the Reaſon of your Omiſſion. 
For, p. 154. you ſay The Benefits received 
* from all ſuch Performances by reaſonable 
Creatures, cannot poſſibly be received but in 
«© a reaſonable Way. Theſe Duties how well 
_ ©. ſoever performed · cannot be ſuppoſed to ope- 
rate as Charms; nor to influence us as if we 
* were only Clock-work or Machines, to be acted 
upon by the arbitrary Force of a ſuperior 

„ Being.” It's very poſſible many may enter- 
tain wrong and unbecoming Notions of the man- 
ner in which the holy Spirit operates on the hu- 
man Soul; but is this a juſtifiable Reaſon why 
you ſhould ſo ſparingly mention his Operations? 
Had you thought the ſanctifying Influence of the 
holy Ghoſt an eſſential Part of the Chriſtian 
Religion, you would doubtleſs have given us 

your own Notion of it, and inculcated it ſtrong- 
ly. I cannot therefore but conclude, that you 
look upon it as no neceſſary Part of our Faith, 
You go on to fence againſt theſe miſtaken Opi- 
nions, p. 156, 137. The Lord's Supper a- 
© mongſt other Means, helps to render us fit 
& for all ſuch Aſſiſtances as are proper for God 


“to give to free and reaſonable Creatures.“ 
| = And 
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And you put into the Mouth of the Communi- 
cant theſe == Ig p. 123. Direct and aſſiſt 
% me in all my Endeavours, by all ſuch Me- 
+ thods as are- proper to move and affiſt thy 
e free and reaſonable Creatures.“ And by 
this Key probably is to be explained the 
Phraſe you uſe, p. 181. of ſupernatural Favours, 
and that p. 136. of Communications and Impre/- 
ions from above. It's a faſhionable Thing now to 
exclude all Myſteries in Religion, and every 
Thing we cannot . comprehend, is deemed of 
that Number. For this Reaſon ſome have de- 
nied all Prophecies, becauſe they cannot conceive 
how Events which depend on the human Will, 
are knowable before they happen. For the ſame 
Reaſon, the ſanctify ing Influence of the Holy 
Spirit is exploded by others; they can't under- 
ſtand how it is conſiſtent with free Agency. And 
may we not as well deny all created free Agen- 
cy? Is it not as difficult to form a Notion, how 
a Being that is dependant on another for the 
Exerciſe of every Faculty, ſhould be free in his 
Operations; as that he ſhou'd be aſſiſted in the 
Exerciſe of his weakened depraved Powers, and 
yet. freely exerciſe them? And where indeed 
ſhall we ſtop, if we will allow the Truth of no- 
thing, but what we are able to comprehend? ; 
Thereare other Places, Sir, in your Work, not 
a few, in which one might reaſonably have expe- 
&ed, that you ſhou'd have mention'd Regenera- 
tion and Sanctification, as the Effects of God's 
holy Spirit; particularly in your Explication of x 
Cor. xil. 13. P. 133. Which takes up 9 or 10 
Pages. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into 
one Body; «whether wwe be Fews or Gentiles, whether 
we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink 
into one Spirit: you * omit to explain the 
3 firſt 
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&rft Words, by one Spirit, and take no more No- 


tice of them than if they were not there; and this 


notwithſtanding you profeſs, to confider the - 


* Words and Phraſes made uſe of, as well as the 
© main Deſign of the Writer, in the whole Paſ- 
„ ſage to which it belongs.“ You mention here 


ſome good Interpreters with whom you differ, and 


particularly the late moſt ingenious M. Locke. And 


indeed, conſidering the Opinion you had form'd 


to your ſelf, about the Fruits and Benefits of Re- 
ceiving, it nearly concern'd you to get rid of 


this Text, if Mr. Locke's Paraphraſe upon the lat- 
ter Part of it, be as right as it is agreeable to the 


Senſe of our beſt Divines. The Blood of Chriſt, 
& ſays he, which we all partake of in the Lord's 
„ Supper, makes us all have one Life, one Spi- 
crit, as the ſame Blood diffuſed through the 
<© whole Body, communicates the ſame Life and 
Spirit to all the Members,” | 


In your Forms of Prayer, one wou'd think 


ſhou'd be frequent mention made of the holy 
Spirit, at leaſt one Petition for ſo great a Gift 
in each Form; eſpecially, ſince you tell us, 2. 
159, 160. that the obtaining of God's holy 


— 


e Spirit, is a Benefit which our Saviour himſelf 


& has annex'd to the Duty of Prayer.” Bur 
that we may not be too much diſappointed in 
our Expectations, you add in the ſame Place, 
<< Whatever the Nature and Degree of that Bene- 
* fit be, according to the different Ages of the 
& Church, and the various Nece/ities of Chri- 


* ſtians.“ Accordingly we find theſe three Pe- 


titions only, which make any mention of the Spi- 
rit of God. TEEN 


Guide and govern me by thy Holy Spirit, | 


* in my ſincere Endeavours to attain everlaſting 


Life, p. 212. fn. 213. fr. 


Guide 
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Guide me by the Diſpoſitions of thy Provi= 
, dence and good Spirit, to the perfect Knowledge 
* and Performance of thy holy Will.“ p. 243. 
Wie beſeech thee to concur with us by thy 
« merciful Providence and good Spirit, that in the 
* future Conduct of our Lives, we may better 
* anſwer the Ends of our holy Religion,” p. 248. 

How is it poſſible your Diſciples ſhou'd un- 
derſtand what they here pray for? You have 
warn'd them againſt expecting Communications 
and Impreſſions from above. You may poſſibly 
ſay, you confin'd that Warning to their A# of 
receiving the, holy Supper: But as that AF is 
always accompanied with Prayers, what need 
cou'd there be of ſuch a Caution? And why did 
you not. plainly tell them, that although they 
were not to fancy to themſelves Privileges, Com- 
munications and Impreſſions from above, upon ac- 
count of their Receiving, yet they might juſtly 
expect theſe, at leaſt the two laſt named, from the 
Prayers, with which their A of Receiving was 
joined? And where have you once throughout 
your whole Book, inform'd them that the Gui- 
dance and Governance of the Holy Spirit, are (ac- 
cording to your own Words,) ſuch Aſiſtances as 
are proper for God to give to free and reaſonable 
Creatures; or explain'd in what manner they are 
ſo? How then does it appear to have been hour 
great Aim to direct them to perform this Duty, at 
leaſt in this Inſtance of it, ander the Conduct of their” 
Underſtandings? as you profeſs.“ However, be 
the meaning of theſe Paſſages what they will, I 
think it's very evident, you did not deſign them 
as Petitions for the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit a- 
gainſt the original Corruption of our Nature; not 
only becauſe you never once mention original 
| WE 7 551% 47 ov -; 
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Sin throughout your whole Work, but tene 
of that plain Hint given us in the beginning of 
your fourth Form of Prayer, I intreat the 
% Pardon of whatſoever thou haſt ſeen amiſs in 
me, from the beginning of my rational Life 
« unto this Day.” And in 2. third Prayer, 
＋ to the ſame Purpoſe. 
Add to theſe Petitions your on qualiffing 
Clauſes, and what do they dwindle to? Guide 
and govern me by thy holy Spirit, whatever the 
Nature and Degree of this Benefit be, in the preſent 
Age of the Church, and my Neceſſity at this Time. 
This, I imagine, being eſteem'd an enlightened 
and pure Age, the Neceſſity of his Direction 


and Aſſiſtance now, muſt of courſe be ſmall: 


Concur with us by thy merciful Providence ad 

good Spirit, fo far as the Concurrence of thy good 
Spirit 7 to us Chriſtians of later Ages ? Little 
enough ſhou'd I be apt to conclude were I thus 
taught. This, I think, is all the mention you 
make of the holy Spirit of God, in the five Forms 
of Prayer you have compos'd; excepting that in 
the long Form of 30 Pages, you bleſs God for 
the Evidence Chriſt gave of his Miſſion, by his 
pouring down from Heaven tbe wonderful Gifts of 
the holy Spirit; but no Acknowledgments are made 
for the Striv ings and Motions of che bleſſed Spirit, 
or any internal Aſſiſtances receiv*d from him in 
the Diſcharge of Duty. In the Explication of 
1 Cor. xii. 13. you have it's true this Paſſage, 
Every one of the moral Virtues, is indeed re- 
&- preſented by St. Paul as the Fruit of the Chri- 
Hun Spirit; the genuine Work and produce 
* of Chriſtianity, in oppoſition to the Works 
of the Fleſh; bur this only proves that you 
interpret St. Paul's, Words in the Epiſtles referr*d 
to, not of the third Perſon in the ever bleſſed Tri- 
nity; 
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| nity; but bf che Chriſtian Temper and Difpoſt* 
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tion, ſuch as is taught and inculcated in the Do- 
ctrines of Chriſtianity, and what you call, p. 111. 


partaking ef the good Spirit of Chriſt's Goſpel. What 
further confirms me, that I have given a juſt 
Repreſentation of your Sentiments concerning the 
Influence of God's Spirit, is a Paſſage in p. 116. 
They who embrace an ob/cure Notion of re- 
% ceiving any other fort of cleanſing or waſhing 
from this holy Rite, ſeem to me to delude 
* themſelves,”* i. e. any other fort than what you 
have in the foregoing Words. mention'd ; but 
you have not in them mention'd the /anifying 
Grace of the Holy Spirit ; this therefore was in- 


tended to be excluded by you. And your de- 


| ſcribing thoſe who expect it, as embracing an obſcure 


and deluſive Notion, fully authoriſes the Appli- 


cation I have made of ſome foregoing Quota- 
tions to this Subject, and the Concluſion drawn 
from them. Allow me here again to add the 
Words of the late learned Dr. Clarke, God: 
* knoweth our Enemy's Strength and our own: 
* Weakneſs, and therefore he affords us the: 


** continual A/iſtance of his Holy Spirit, to ſup- | 


* ply our natural Want of Power.” * Again, 


* At Pentecoſt the Holy Ghoſt fell upon the A= 
e poſtles, in a ſingular and moſt miraculous * 


Manner, beyond the Examples of former 


© Inſpirations. And by the continual Aſſiſtance, 
and ordinary Operations of the ſame & tirit, has 


* our Lord promis'd to be with us, his true 
© Diſciples; to be in the midſt of them, hn. 
Lever two or three are gathered together in his 
Name, even unto the End of the World.!“ 
Again, the holy Spirit: is in Scripture repre- 
«* ſented, | as being to the Church in the Place 
* of Chriſt, and for that very Reaſon is ſtyled 
WS -+ 3 Gs the 
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the Comforter': Becauſe his proper Office i, 
in the Abſence of Chriſt, to comfort the 


& Faithful with his Gifts and Graces, with his 
holy [fluence and Aſiſtance. ' Yet once more, 
To thoſe who were to ſpread the Goſpel, 
their being baptized with the Holy Ghoſt 
« was accompanied with miraculous Gifts. But 
* when the Reaſon of theſe miraculous Opera- 
* tions ceaſed, yet till every Chriſtian is baptized 


with the Holy Ghoſt as well as with Water, and 


«© his internal ſanctifying Gifts and Graces are 
*© to continue with us always, even unto the End 
„ of the World. If any one has not receiv'd 
„ theſe Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, it may ſtill 
*© be asked him with the ſame Propriety as 
jn the Text, Unio what then was he Bap- 


„„ fixed? If any Man has not in him the Spirit of 


« Chriſt ; if he does not ſhew forth in his Life 
the Fruits of the Spirit by Works of Righ- 
« teouſneſs and true Piety; if his Heart be not 


„ (anfified_ by this Spirit of Holineſs ; if his 


„Mind approves not and delights not in Things 


66“ ſpiritua!; if his Will obeys not the good Mo- 


% fions of this divine Aſſiſter to what Pur- 
de e then was ſuch a Perſon baptized ? 

ou have favour'd us with a Comment upon 
the Office of our Church for the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the holy Supper; had you done the ſame 
with Regard to that for Infant Baptiſm, we need- 


ed not to have been at ſo much Difficulty to 
learn your meaning, concerning the Operations 


of the Holy Spirit. But to ſay the Truth, you 
have one Paſſage which in my Apprehenſion 
makes full againſt the baptizing of Infants; it is 
p. 170. The Covenant is accepted and entered 
** into by every Man perſonally on his own Part, 

+ Serm. Vol. 4. P. 222, l Serm. Vol. 6. p. 570 
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ts at the Inſtant of his firſt ſincerely believing in 


fore this, no Rite can perſonally engage him in 
e this Covenant, becauſe no one can be perſonally 
f. engaged in a Religion, which he-has not perjor 
1 1 nally agreed to: Tho? he may he juſtly liable 
W- -- to Puniſhment for wiltully and unreaſonably 

= *© refuſing to enter into it, when duly and plain- 


It's very poſlible,. I may miſtake your De- 
fign in this Place; but if I do, I cannot but ſay 
it's very oddly expreſs'd, I lay theStreſs, Sir, 
upon that Aſſertion, Before this, no Rite can 
„s perſonally engage him in this Covenant; and 
the Reaſoning joined with it; both which, in my 
oe Judgment, were entirely needleſs, and meer 
Ta 


Man's engaging by his own proper Act and 
Deed. For this you had fully and clearly ex- 
preſs d in the firſt Sentence, and there was no 
Occaſion for mare Wards to make it plainer. 
When therefore you add, ** Before this, ng 
© Rite can perſonally engage him in this Cove- 
ce nant; becauſe no one can be perſonally enga- 
c ged in a Religion, which he has not per/onally 


the Senſe of the word Perſonally the two firſt 
Times 1t here occurs, and to hint that: the Rite 
of Baptiſm adminiſtred to Infants is of no Ser- 
vice.“ For if the Perſons of Infants be not en- 
2 What I here ſuggeſt, will eaſily be perceived by ſubſtitu- 
ting the Words by his own Af and Deed, in the tom of the 
word Perſonally. ** Before this, 7. 6. before a Man has Ferſo- 


* 


% nally on his own Part accepted and oF the Co. 


2 


*venant, by ſincerely believing in Cbriſt, profeſſin 

"5 himſelt hig Diſciple, no Rite can by his own Af and Dae 
* engage him in this Covenant; becauſe no one can 3) Sis 
« own AG and Deed be engag'd in a Religion, which he has 


* 
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*Chriſt, and profeſſing himſelf his Diſciple, Be- 


* ly offered him on the part of Almighty God. 


utology, if you intended to convey no other 
Idea by the words Perſonally engage, than a 


* agreed to,” you ſeem to me to have chang!d 
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taghd in the Chriſtian Religion, it's moſt cettain' 


Infants are not at all engag'd in it, they are no 
Part of God's covenanted People, and their 
Baptiſm uſeleſs. I ſhou'd'rejoice to find that 1 
have miſtaken your Opinion in this, and indeed 
in every other Thing I have inſiſted on. | 


As to the next Article; unleſs you had in {dg 


many expreſs Words ſaid; that there was no 
Atonement or Satisfaction for Sin made by the 
Death of Chriſt, you cou'd not have diſcover'd 
your Mind in a plainer manner than you have 
done, p. 20, 21. where in commenting upon 
thoſe Words of our Saviour, ** This is my 
© Blood of the new Teſtament, which is ſhed for 
© many for the Remiſſion of Sins,” you make him 
ſpeak: thus, ©* I' call the Wine my Blood of the 


* new Covenant, as it is to be drunk by you 


&© hereafter in remembrance of my Blood ed 
% declared, as the Will or Covenaut of God; con- 
* taining what he promiſes on his Part, and 
GU | 7E F 2 « what 
te not by his ohn Alt and Deed agreed to. This is maniſeſt- 


I proving a Thing by it ſelf; and indeed how otherwiſe 


6; 7 me in Teſtiniony to the Truth of all that I bavs 


ou'd it be prov'd, for the Propoſition is ſelf-evident. . It 


is as much as to fay, before a Man by his own Act and Deed 
becomes Chrilt's Diſciple, no“ Rite can by his own Act 
and Dced make him his Diſciple, becauſe no one can by 
& his owt Act and, Deed, be engaged in a Religion, which 


« he is. not by his, own Act and Deed engag'd in.“ But if 


the - word Perſonally, in two of theſe Places be taken to 
fignify, not by a Man's own Ad and Deed, but with Rela- 
tow to his Perſon, or ſo far as conterns his Perſon, this Tau- 
talogy is avoided. Before that a Man by his own Act and 
Deed profeſs himſelf Chriſt's Diſciple; no Rite can engage 
him, ſo far as concerns his Perſon; or in other Words no Rite 
ean engage his Perſon in this Covenant, becaufe no one's Per- 
fon can be engaged in a Religion, which he has not by his 
own, Act and Deed agreed to: The Meaning of which is, that 
no one can be laid under Obligation by his Tutors, Guardians 
or Parents, in Matters of Religion, as he may be in the civil 
Affairs of Life ; which ſtrikes directly at Infant Baptiſm, 
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what he requires all Believers to undertake on 


their Part. And for the ſame Reaſon, I ſtyle 


cc 


this Cup, or this Wine, the new Covenant in 
CT 4 


my Blood; becauſe you are hereafter thus to 
drink Wine in a religious Remembrance of 
my Blood, in or through which, after it ſhall 


be ſhed, this new Covenant will be confirmed as 
oo 22 or Teſtimomy to the Truth of it; in or- 


«6c 


er to aſſure you the more undoubtedly of the Re- 


e miſſiots of your Sins, ſtipulated in that Covenant, 


c - upon true Repentance and Amendment. What 


is there aſcrib'd here to our Saviour's Death, 


more than is true with Regard to that of St. Ste- 


phen, or the other Martyrs? They ſhed their 


Blood in Teſtimony to the Truth of the Goſpel. 
They confirm'd it each one by his Death, as by a 
Seal, or Teſtimony to the Truth of it; that they 
might aſſure all their chriſtian Brethren of the 


certain Fulfilment of its Promiſes, and parti- 


cularly of the Remiſſion of their Sins, ſtipulated in 
it upon true Repentance and Amendment, Had 


you believꝰd that Chriſt in his Death offered up 


"himſelf a Propitiatory Sacrifice, to make A- 
tonement and Satisfaction for Sin to the Father, 


no doubt you wou'd have here declar'd it, and 
not have given us an Interpretation, which is ſo 


far from being peculiar to the Death of Chriſt, 


that it agrees to that of all who have laid down 
their Lives for the Truth of the Goſpel. Ir is 


very remarkable alſo, that in your explaining 


the Communion Office, although you comment 
upon ſome Part of the Prayer of Conſecration, 
you artfully flide over the Recognition made 


by our Church, . That Chriſt ſuffer'd Death 
upon the Croſs for our Redemption, and 


made there (by his one Oblation of himſelf once 
offered) a full, perfeci, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Ob- 
nei Jada) ; n RE uy, 


„ 


be. tation and SatisfaZion for the Sins of the whole 
“ World.” Had theſe Words expreſs'd your on 
Sentiments, you had the faireſt Opportunity in the 
World of declaring your entire Approbation of 
them, and thereby ſupplying what was want- 
ing in your foregoing Comment on our Saviour's 
Words. But if they do not clearly expreſs your 
Sentiments, you ought at leaſt to have inſtruct- 
ed your Diſciples in what manner they ſhould 
5 and faſhion them; or what other Words 
ſhould be uſed in the room of them. In fine, 
the Subject Matter of your Book being the 
Death of Chriſt as repreſented to us in the Lord's 
Supper, lead you frequently to acquaint your 
Reader with the Benefits we receive by his Death: 
But where have you once put him in mind that 
the Satigfaction thereby made to God for his Sins, 
is one of the Benefits that he is to remember? In 
how many Places have you induſtriouſſy avoided 
it? In all the Forms of Prayer you have drawn 
up, where is this Benefit once taken notice of? 
or where have you once mentioned the Merits, 
Mediation, or Interce/jion of Chriſt, or aſk*d any 
one Thing for his Sake? You have attempted to 
confute the late Dr. Clarke more than once in this 
' Work ; give me leave to add his Sentiments on 
the preſent Subject, that if you think fit you may 
| have the Pleaſure alſo to confute him in the next. 
« The Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt (which is 
the Foundation of God's accepting Repentance 
% conſiſtently with the Honour of his divine Laws) 
vas ineſtimably the greateſt Bleſſing that ever 
© was conferred on the Sons of Men; yea, the 
Fountain and Spring, the original Foundation of 
« all other Bleſſings. Again, Which (re- 
66 - ferring to ſeveral foregoing Scripture Ex- 
ns free, 
Seri. Vol. IV. $122. 
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preſſions, Which) do all plainly ſign 1% char 


5 Friſe by his Death, 'and the edding of his 


«moſt precious Blood, has made full and fuffi- 
t cient SatisfaFion to the Fuſtice of God for the Sins 
& of the whole World, that is, for” as many as 
„ ſhall out of the World flee unto him, and 
% ſubmit themſelves to the Terms of the New 


Covenant, whereof he is Mediator. F A- 
gain, „The Son of God, in order to the effetualt 


Expiation of Sin, ſuffered in the Sinner's ſtead, 
© and by bearing the Wrath of God for us, made a 
© perfect Atonement for the Sins of all true Pent- 
« tents.” | Once more, To ſay that Chriſt 
c died for our Advantage, but not in our ſtead; 
c that his Death was not properly a Sacrifice for 
Sin, but merely a Teſtimony to his Doctrine, 
«.and an Example to encourage us to ſuffer Per- 
« ſecution chearfully for the Will of God, is 
ce really to diminiſh from the Grace and Mer 
«of God, and from that exceeding Love of 
&* our Saviour to Mankind, which the Apoſtle 
F* extolls principally from this very Conſiders 
& tion, that he laid down his Lite for us, or in 
1 Sur Steed. 

Thus have I laid before you thoſe Things 


which give me but too much ground to conclude 


that you have departed from the common Faith, 

in ſeveral ſential Articles of our holy Religion, 
And had it been a perſonal Matter only, I ſhou'd 
have left it wholly to God and your own Cons 
ſcience , without giving myfelf or you this 
Trouble. Nay, had you, like a fair Adverfary, 

produced your Arguments, and openly attack*d 
theſe Articles of Chriſtianity, I am perſuaded I 
mould have left the Detence of hon to ſome a- 


bler 
| Yol 8. p. 345. 


7-49 3-. 


' bler Hand, But when upon a diligent View and 
Review of your Work, it appeared plainly. to 


me that you artfully inſinuated your peculiar Te- 
nets, and that theſe being convey*d in a Book 
wrote on ſo practical a Subject, as that of the 
holy Supper , might ſpread the wider and do 
the greater Miſchief; I thought it my indiſpen- 
ſable Duty to loſe no time in laying them open 
to the World, and giving your Readers fair 
Warning in what Manner they peruſe your 
Inſtructions. EE Can't bet ls 
Another Peculiarity of yours is, that Excom- 
munication is a, Thing utterly impracticable in 
the preſent Age; for ſo much you ſeem. plainly 
to hint in thoſe Words, p. 89. And in Times 


and Places where this can be certainly judg'd 


of, and the Rule put in Practice without Pre- 
5 judice to any Perſons who ought not to ſuffer 
*© by it, it may be a very good Rule ſtill.“ A 
moſt unhappy People we Chriſtians of this Age, 
forſaken of Chriſt and the holy Spirit, at leaſt to 
a great Degree!, Forſaken alſo. of all common 
Underſtanding, that we are not able to determine 


who are /candalouſly and notoriouſly immoral in the 


habitual and open Conduct of their Lives! For of 
ſuch Perſons it 1s you interpret this Rule your- 


ſelf, thoſe are your own Words. And ſhould 


we be able to make a certain Judgment who are 
ſeandalouſly and notoriouſly immoral, yet it ſeems 


we. cannot exclude them the Communion, without 
Prejudice to other Perſons, who ought not to ſuffer by 


it. And will it not be the Caſe as long as the 
World ſtands, that one mult ſuffer by another 
Man's Sin, both from the natural Conſequence 
and penal Effect of it? Who can help it? Mult 
therefore the Laws of God or the King be ſuſ- 


” 


| us; 


pended in their Execution? No ſure, You tell 


% 
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95. That the Apoſtle Paul commands . 
ry k e Corinthians to put away from amongſt. 


them a very wicked Man, whom he com- 
s pares to Leaven, becauſe he might corrupt _ 
of the Society; and then immediately e 


< preſſes his deſire, that they ſhould be an abe | 
*© uncorrupted, new. Lump or Maſs.” Is there 


any Thing in this Reaſon, Sir, peculiar to the Apo- 
ſtolick Times? Is it not as deſirable that the 
Church be at this time free from Leaven, an en- 
tire, uncorrupted Lump or Maſs, as it was then? 


And may not Excommunication be practiſed now, 


— rejudice to any P erſons that ought not to 


er by it, as well and eaſily as then? When 

you ſhalt be pleaſed to favour us with your Rea- . 
ſons to the contrary, we ſhall better underſtand © 
ou. In the mean time bear with me, if I add 
ere the Opinion of the late Dr. Clarte. Chri- 


< ſtjan Diſcipline ought to ſeparate Perſons of a 
vicious and debauched Life from the Com- 
* munion of Saints, as their own Conſcience fe- 
9 N arates them from the Hope of Heaven.” * 


hat you have dropp'd concerning the Conſe- 


cration of the Elements, has given no little 


Offence. Some Perſons hence judge that you are 
gone over to the Scheme of the Author who wrote 
the Rights of the Chriſtian Church. And indeed it 
unluckily falls out that you have hit upon the 


ſame Sentiments, but I hope not with the ſame 

View. His words are, Does not every one, as 
well as the Miniſter, equally apply the Bread 
s and the Wine to the ſame holy and ſpiritual 
© Uſe, in commemorating the Benefits received 
by our Saviour, and in offering up the. ſame 


* e 15 ae the ſame Bleſſings? 


1 280 


= them. Vol. . 95 : 
t Rights of the Chrifin Charch, f 108. 
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% And whoever does this with 4 due Application 
„ Mind, rightly conſecrates the Elements for 
«© Himſalf, fince this is the only Conſecration they 


„are capable of.” Your words are, + ** The 
4 Prayer of Conſecration is ſo fram'd, that the 


5 anbole Congregation is ſuppoſed to join in the one 


4 only Petition in it. And again, This is a 


* perſonal Appropriation of the Bread and 
Wine to the ſerious and religious'Remem- 
It is, if I may uſe 
© the Word, a ſort of Conjecration of them, 


* which is the Duty of every Communicant him- 


4 felf 5 and without which all other Conſecrations 


<< that have gone before will do him no ſer- 
* vice at all. It is be alone, who muſt by his 


on inward th and application of bis 


Mind to the Remembrance of Chriſt, make 


„ this Bread and this Wine different to himſelf 


might be made uſe of by you, though you do 


not entertain that Opinion, toſupport and defend 


which the like Expreſſions are uſed in the Rights 


of the Chriſtian Church. They convince me you. 


wereapprehenſive ſome Perſons may have ſuper- 
ſtitiouſly placed too great a Confidence in the 


Miniſter's Part of the Performance, as poſſibly 


ſome may have done; but I cannot bring myſelf 


do think, without further Grounds than this, that 
either you eſteem not the Office of the Miniſtry | 


to be of divine Inſtitution, or that you do not 


believe that the Bleſſing of God is ordinarily to 
be expected in the way of his own appointing. 


However, upon this Occaſion I cannot but ob- 
5285 4 G ſerve 
+ P. 121. 


from Bread and Wine taken at a common 
„ ** Meal.” Herein I have been your Advocate, 
+: and ſaid that it's very poſſible theſe Expreſſions 


5001 
The one is, that Dr. Aeg 


feet in his Irenicum, (a Book of the greateſt La- 
urges the Perpetuity 


"fave two FE: 


titude that he ever wrote 


of the Inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, as 4 


Medium to prove the Perpetuity- of a Chriſtian 
Miniſtry; on this Foundation, that it could be 
adminiſtred by no other hand. His Words are 
very remarkable, The Lord's Supper is ap- 
pointed 0 ſet forth the. Lord's Death till be come, 
00 whereby the Continuanee of it in the Church 


£ of God i is neceſſarily implied. Now then if. 


<* theſe things, which are the proper Objetts of 


Lethe miniſterial Function, be 6 a perpetuat 


Mature, it neceſſaril follows, that that 
„Function to which it belongs to adminiſter theſe 
things, muſt be of a 
other thing I would obſerve is, That the firſt 
Writer (as far as I know ) who maintain d the 
contrary Doctrine in our Time, was Dr. 7. 

in his famous Book of tb Rights of: the Chriſtian 


Church. 5 „ 


Von cannot, 1 think, bade me for having 
thus addreſſed myſelf to you, and laying 
before the World what I apprehend. to be the 
Tendency of your Book; and you can the 
leſs do it, becauſe of che Authority of that 
great Name to whom it is. attributed by the 
Publick, which, if it indeed have the Ten- 


dency I fear, muſt not a little promote and 


forward it. I hope I have let nothing fall unbe- 
coming the Character of a a Clergyman, or 


which may any ways be conſtrued as wanti l | 


a due Reſpect to yau. I am ſure no ſuch 


was by me deſigned, If what I have wricis 


« grey 


* , 


* Part 2. C. 2. S. 5. 


a 1 
9 


erpetual Nature. The 


* SF . * A. * * 
r DP Ga RE, K 


x * "> Un * wa N 4 *. 
. »* * 3 * Y l 
LAT: 4 * wy 
? p a Fr er AF N = . TY 
: « 4 - 
: „ BE 4 5 1 
3 : 5 
— 4 "4 a 
* 


- 


* you an Opportunity of explaining your ; 
by 


iments, and ſhewing the World that my 

Apprehenſions are vain, it may be no Cauſe of 

_ Uneaſineſs to you, and it will be a ſingular 
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